
 

 

 

 

 

Dear brethren, 

We are well into winter here with some record snowfalls in the South Island. Fortunately we are in a 

province that is always warmer and pleasant. 

Since the last newsletter we have been to Australia and managed to spend a few days with Aaron our 

eldest son who is Operations Manager for “Whales in Paradise”, in Queensland. They have also gone 

in with a doctor and started a children’s medical clinic 

which Angelique his wife runs and managers.  It was 

wonderful to see our children doing well in their 

fields. 

More recently there have been several babies 

born in the Whakatane church family. So 

they asked me to come down and preach on 

families and hold a dedication service. We had over 70 present. It was an honor to be asked to preach and 

then lead a prayer for the families raising these children in the Lord. The Whakatane work continues to grow 

steadily as they reach out to more and more people. I still try and take members of the church at Otumoetai 

and students with me. Sometimes we have up to 12-15 people who go with us. 
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We had the teenagers into our home and 

had a BBQ and fed all those hungry teens 

and I did a class for them and told a little 

of my story which they all enjoyed 

hearing. We presently have a good youth 

group with three of our young adults 

leading it. 

We have been excited to see Michael be 

baptized into Christ recently. He has been 

a student at the Bible College and came to 

understand why we need to be baptized so 

Michael recently put on Christ. We are praying 

for Michael’s growth.  

Sometimes some interns from Oklahoma Christian want 

to come and have 2 months on the field. Recently we 

had two girls come and help with our 

children’s classes and be involved in our 

work here in Tauranga. They worked hard 

and were wonderful interns from Oklahoma 

Christians University. 

 



One of the studies I have is with Cecilia and Man Preet. As mentioned in the last newsletter Man Preet is  

from a strong Sikh religion. He is eager to learn more about Christ and the Bible. As I’m studying he 

takes 

pictures of 

the text we 

are 

studying 

and then 

sends it to 

his family 

and friends 

and when 

he goes 

home he 

sends what 

he has 

learned onto his family in India and holds a study with them. It is discipleship at it’s core. I find it very 

humbling to be part of it.  Please keep them in your prayers, especially that Man Preet will obey the 

gospel. 

Recently I flew with David Austin to the Kingdom 

of Tonga. Tonga is one of the island groups in the 

South Pacific. We have a congregation on the 

island of Tonga tapu. When we got picked up by 

Alani (missionary) and Sueleen (daughter), his 

vehicle broke down and fortunately David who is 

good 

with 

his 

mechanical skills got us going again. (Only in Tonga). We 

also travelled with Peter and Suli Robertson. Peter and 



Suli are going to the island of Vava’u where 

they will set up a vanilla farm and also help to 

reach people on the island with Christ. So 

when the four of us arrived to encourage the 

church in Tonga they all gathered on the 

Friday night and we sang and I preached on 

“Guarding your hearts”.  They have about 20 

young people which is wonderful if they can 

keep them faithful or they don’t up and leave 

and move to NZ or Australia. We had a rich 

night together. On the Sunday we sang and I 

preached again. Then we ate, as Tongans love 

to eat and they had killed two piglets in our 

honour. We went to Alaini and Mele home in 

the evening and spent the night singing and having 

fellowship. They shared the battles of being alone in 

one of the outposts of the world and the struggles 

with raising up new leaders etc. When we left it 

made me realize just how important it is to visit and 

encourage and strengthen these remote churches that 

are often forgotten in the South Pacific. 

On August 7 we had a “bring a friend day” 

at Otumoetai and invited friends to our 

service and enjoy a spit roast of Pork and 

chicken. We had around 120 people attend. 

Good for both visitors and the church.  

We are always thankful for your prayers for our family, our work and our health. We also are 

thankful for your support that allows us to be about the Lord’s work. It has been 34 years that 

Melinda and I set out on God’s mission. There have been some deep lows but also some 

wonderful highs. But without the prayers and the financial support we would not be able to do 

this. So thank you. 

In his service  

Chris and Melinda Miller 

 

 



 

 


